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' UNCLASS'F Eu . 
the tower as from the "ilter Center. The angles must be regarded as in- 
determinate, and as far as altitude is considered it appeared hisher from 
the tower than from the Filter Centere The altitude is ince*erminate since 
we do not know the distance. All observers said the objects could not truly 
be distinguished one from the othere One or more objects, then, were visible 


from 05422 until 08502, that is, for approximately three hours. 


We interrogated not only Set. Harry but Ser as ea , 
Lt. gel, and ‘rc. @gggm while their stories did not agree exactly (and 


this would have been suspicious if they had) there "93 eeneral agreement as 


to color change, wtions, and the fact that ‘ths ohjerts actually had been there. 

One other tehavior of the say’ 9 agen Wa of nexttdon, and it. was 
pointed out repeatsily. At the t vie 6 the passing of the C-12h, the object 
closest to it «« ol iect ¥ 4 _ ergy’ oon in a sort of a signaling way. 
It was likened ‘ tre signalingot a aneR's signal blinker dDut not as fast. 


mt 


It was most pronounced yl Ly but they said it was taken up by # 3 and then 


~~ : 


# 2, as though a 2 fal passed frp # L to # 2. 


\\ 
foo oe 


There ts 2 possibility that object # 2 might. have been Capella, 


although if the motion drawn bye is to be trusted, this is ruled out. 
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ject # 2 appeared to fhe NE of the Filter Center and due North of the tower. 
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The local nature ¢f this phenomenon should be stressed. The 


appearance of the first object in the direction to be expected from the 
alert from Roller Skate may be regarded as coincidental. It seems improbable 
thourh certainly not impossible that these were the same objects observed 
near “apid City. 

We can conclude that there is no ready explanation for these object: 
To call them aircraft, balloons, or stars becomes somewhat of a desperation 
nage, though the balloon nypothesis would be the least objectionable. ‘lhe 


objects were star-like, changed a great deal in color; and were probably 
fairly local. ‘ith reference to the last point; tt-they were local they 
%, 
were not large, or at least the Li: oN not very brid because the 
\ 


‘y 


lights a@pparent!y were not much opsiier = first magnitude star, and 


some observers -‘1'+i that often baat gonsiderably fainter 


Until further a ree — this incident must be put 


Ke ‘ 
down as one of the hast/ /yampies oe \the nooturnal meandering lizhts which have 


been reported «lie? mene ‘in the tap ture. To do otherwise would be to doubt 


the first order ahiec iid ot 8 
ne 


rs who stood up very well uncer con-=- 
siderable questi oning. The ‘triangulations also bear out Sgt. Harry's visual 
Pa 


s, even though such estimates must be subjective. 
ct was 2 to 3 miles west of the Filter Center and 
calculations show 2 miles. Cbject # 2, he felt was 6 to 8 miles away and 


calculations show aocproximately 3 niles. 
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All that can be said is that if the angles are correct, or even 


approximately so, since after all, one person saw the object to the north 
and another ovservar saw it to the east, the phenomenon was a local ona. 

The objects were not observed from the 0.P.s around “ismarck though these 
had been alerted, and it was not reported in ‘Nandan, which is just 5 miles 
west of Bismarck. they are reported to have a very active Observation Fost. 
In Capte Rupvelt's original report, he stated that aithourh he aid not visit 
Pismareck, he felt that inasmuch as they had been alerted to watch out for 
something; they became excited and "saw lichtse" T Cannot accept this in- 


terpretation in the least since the observers interrdrated were in my opinion 
= —._. a 
y 


» definite cut isbove the average persone ‘the operation ef the Filter Venter 


S 
seemed to be very etticient and it Way grrareat that the ya recruited very 
ff 


good people for the work. Sgt. iatry in a9 aed spoears thorou hly-re- 
4 
liable and acc: rate snd is very mu®h ton Ay , ball. " T would personally tend 
Oe 
to discount the rapid - pms ngot Logan the erratic motions because it 


»," 
is well known ': at 4 ootat of liz nd Watch ew eonsistantly will appear to do 


very strange thiius. NN For the pen of position, especially since the 


Ne 
objects were arontdns or hours, and the changes of color, appear 


# 


to be substantiated. idl even the color changes may be entirely sub- 


jective, s@ \tnat when ong filters down the Bismarck evidence, one comes to 
, objects were observed there which were not stars or 
aircraft and if they were balloons they were extremely strange ones whose 
presence was totally unexplaifed. It is most unfortunate that pictures were 
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uture communications from ATIC should stress emphatically that pictures 
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Three kinds of eviaence are present in the South Dakota sightings: 
visual from the ground, from GOC3 radar evidence; and visual from the air. 
All visual sightings at tapid City and Black Fawk were quite low on the 
horizone This itself makes matters suspect. The initial incident which 
started the whole.train of events was the sichting by “liss a = =— 
at about 0305Z, of an object which appeared in tha south-eastg moved rapialy 
to the SSE. changing @olor from red to green as it — 50 {Tt then hovered 


there for awhile, she said, and then went back quite'quickiy and disappeared 


back of the hills. g when asked to estimate the time LtL"would have taken to 
, ORES a 


— og 


cross the tincers ot her outestretchec hand, she estimabed about 5 secondse 
This is quite in contradiction to oe opecinal etaiarita’ She was observing 
it from the front eters of a neteg ptt awe and accordingly, Fig. 9 and 
10 are shots taxon from the exact ties 4 the observation. “rs. qin 
@iiiegmerho saw tre onject _——" a at first "it's nothing but the 
red tower light.’ hay (* an Pies a red deotenstian licht barely 
visible from the: sorenl ) This esfablishes at any rate the redness of the 
colore The chaneing.to betne aieii/e subdjeetive althouch both were emphatic 


Ss. 


that it did/ fais. roth EI were asked independently to draw the rath of 


the nse | | n tag more or less agree, as seen in Fig. 9 and 10. ‘Since 


this was the\instigaiipg incident, it is interesting to speculate whether ‘his 
was an aircraft. Viss @@§MMMMA, althouch an excitable and mther cocky incivid- 


ual, and in some respects overbearing, is nevertheless rated as one of the best 


servers cornected with the Filter Center, She is reput-u to w Dlanes in 
. = - 
efail and has on occasion identified the aircraft as *o tytTe an > OF 
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She alerted the Vilter Center, and they immediately notified the 
‘ 
ADC radar at Ellsworth 1fS. The base is located about 19 miles directly 


east of Black Hawk and Slack Hawk is about 7 miles NW of Rapia City. Three 


posts therefore formed a triangle and it is most unfortunate that at any 


given time objective observers were not present to cive directions. lio such 


observations exist,and the distances of these objects, if present at all, 


are inceterrinate. ‘ 
a 

iiss a. next states that she saw an object airectliy overnead 

She was the only one who saw this, 


a® 
which moved very rapidly to the north. 
Ps Im = ™ 

however, anid it ts possible, in my opinion, that hry Ohht have been a 

- ee ~ 
mateore She 3s! ° eourse, no} i bd 

At about ‘iat time she zot 00 ar, and went over to the Aldren 
rf ff 


farm, about 3//; uii+ avysye She wend over after the object had cisappeared 


to pay a neighbor: ly call SS 


to Mrse Aldren it was 7 Aatter anor 
Fige ll. Note the closeness to the 


% she had seen. As she was talking 


the second, or really the thim 


object. It's position is inateated/ 


i\ 
horizone *his abject da net_noads/ was starlike, and in my opinion could 


oA | 
seen the star Capellas It remained in approximately the same 


sosition, | eles two hourse The Aldren boys and the elder Aldrens 


were inside, no attention to the talk of the women outside who 


said they saw some strange object. ae told me that ne felt the women 


Finally, he came out and became convinced that some 


very well | 


were just seeing things. 


“12 acdprosximate cositior 


‘aot was oresent ‘e@ is shown in fiz. il pointing 
the object. artainiy there are a lot of op 3a 8 in which to 
é : = do jects o) 
In the ; . pichtd sct m in 
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Stockham was up om CAP at the time, having 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
He stated that woah was excitable, and that the radar sunsicht in his plene 
which had locked cn was probably malfunctioninge He gave the appearance to me 
of one who is trying to back out of an unpleasant situation. He did not wish 
to commit himself on anything, and gave the impression that the less he heard 
of it in the future the better. This may be because he felt he saitiend teen 
nimaelf adequately in pursuing the so-called object. At the time of the 
pursuit,, however, it must be stated that he had had only 1z hours of night 
flying experience. lie substantiated the point that 6n moonless nights, it 
is impossible to have a horigon aloft and that any Light that is seen generaliy 
appsars to be in sotion. — % had pd iawea add a» men from the radar 
room to take a visial look. The sie a3 to tndycompetancy of these 


— 
evidente that they are not particularly 


man varlese ‘There sana to be enoy 


reliable, and alihoush they state . statements that they had seen 


objects moving around, Pa 0 evaluate the correctness of these 


sn 


statementse All ‘ireea ston cince Rare bes Monorably discharged from the 


, \ 


f | 
service and could t ee — 
aaa ria 
As tpi the Rapid City sightings are concerned, we have a train of 


cireunstanbes which, if dntirely coincidental, are remarkable indeed. Xven 
. | j 


Zinal sighting was an aircraft, which is stoutly 

denied by the co r, and that the 2nd object was a star, which is equally 

denied by the observers, it appears odd that of all the nichts for the radar 
show strange olios it would be on that nighte The testimony of the pilots 


est be omitted, since it can be taken positivly or aegatively with equal 


ipl 
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been up for some time, and regi, the radar operator, asked him to 
have a look around. Yor quite a whileqgggMbdia not sec it QQ «as 


not present at Aapid City, but arrangements were made to interview him by 


phone from Great Falls, Montana.) He stated essentially what he nad in his 
original report: that he finally did notice the object which was bright and 
star-like, that he observed it for only 20 to 39 seconds, and that it had 
gone away from him extremely rapidly. 

Fic. 13 is the radar scope diagram drawn by eee Uniortunately 
the radar camera did nov work. > who was qui Le ,e0 in hospital because 
of a broken arn, stated emphatically that the b4Lip 3 Had definitely been 
tmainted", and that each successive blip desimated —— the chart actually was 
a succesgive ore. nat is, each swing ithe Antenna re the next blipde 
He stated that he pad the Feth angSne UFO ou the sgope at the same time. 


StocRnan thai ocme down because of am fuel, and Needham’had been sent upe 


GRP. 10> he had Neednam, ard. the a am on the scope until the object was 


\. * 
out beyond 85 mi +s vaading nortne ° Yne rotir, it is generally conceeded, was 


not malfunctionin , bots _$ome people. at the post indicated that reflections, or 


‘angmalous Or geal mh cat-hihom. 


teey fA an latoepeting personality conflict in botng@fMR+ and fh. 


Sennett is | ated as oxcftpdle , but pretty sure about what he sees. te stated, 
when asked Dy iceansa eedhaa Had not continued pursuing the object, that Needham had 
become so gusthes that he was almost unintellicible on the radio and that 


Sennett felt it would be best to bring him back to base before something drastic 


Inened. , 
Needham vas interviewed for am hour and a hai’, and of all the people 
tarro ac he was t12° mos Lfiticult ) Ms 
2c™ bet ? 
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OPERATIONS REPORT - 3 - 7 August 1953 


Several reports on unidentiried serial objects were received this week 


including several calls fron the Dayton erea. Two interrogations were completed 
and both rroved satisfactory toward solving the identity of the objects. One of 
the objects was explained 2s a weather balloon launched at Suipinx Crove and the 


other was determined to be astronomical. 
The ATIC Duty Officer called A/1C Puteh on the operation imuediate secret 


messase at approximately 1959 Ars S572 6 Aug D530 The twessasge Contained 2 detailed 


report on an unidentified serial object observed by several personnel on duty at 


D 


¢ 
yy, De» 


the Rapid City Pilter Center « faw miles northwest of Rapid Cit: 


en 
_ 27; “5 


MST, 5 Aug 53. The messan6 seemed important enough to take inmedlate action. 
Capt =. J. Ruppelt, advisor to Project Blue Sook, was advised to come out to 
the Center to review the sessase, He called the 740th AC2ZW Squadron at Bliaworth 
AFB, Rapid City, S. D., aud talked to W/O Bennett who was the nicht controller. 

W/O Bennett stated that he was on duty the night of the Incident and was very 
famictiar with the sightinz. Capt Ruprelt was sent cut to interrogate the observers, 


Thais is one of the Sevt reports ever received on tais vroject. 


A/iC Max C. Tuteh 
ATTAE-5 


DOWNGERANTD AT 8 Trin hreees--.- 
cam. | a ‘ s se ibaeiane = ~- : +. Sal 
CLASSIFIED AVTEM 19 weave 
- > ill oe, i = wai 


VOD DIR 5200.10 


i] 


~ + CCASSIFIEO 


aii Allon? ae | 
FINAL concLustoNs UNCLASSIFIED 


In the absence of what might be called truly scientific data, and in 
the absence of photographs or other tangible evidence, the facts as stated 
by about a score of observers separated by 220 miles, are open to 2 widely 
opposed interpretations. 

One is, that an aircraft was originally sishted, second, that the 
object observed at the zenith was a meteor, third, that the object in the 
north-east was a_star, fourth, that quite coinc: tent Ly the radar showed re- 
flection blips, ritth, that the pilots were chasing stars, sixth, that an 
experiment of some sort was going on in Bismarck, evidence for which is entirely 
unobtainable from local sources, and that ae on instizated at 
precisely the time ‘hat the other set of -etiange coincidehess 220 miles away 
caused the Bismarck Center to be glortea. :% 


" ~ ~~ Oe 
Thisyii ssy, is an explanation, byt 


concept of coinciaencre to Ats_ortreme & en were the “ismarck incident alone 


ee 
ae 


it would be worthy of at Yon’ ‘Lon, be fitting as it does into the pattern of the 
total happenings °° that night, it i rather phenomenal. 

‘ \ f 
The other-tnterpretarion, 4 of course, that unknown aircraft, with the 


term very bepadly defineg ts were active in the area. 


The | | | ck of paar data at a time like this is carticularly cevlorable. 


If, for ins’ had been available at Bismarck to make the trip of a 


= —— 


few miles to see what the lights were, it would have settled a lot. However, as 
has been pointed out, perhaps the lights hovered in the Hicmarck area becanse “cer 


= I i 7 ° . . sin #0 . . - 
vere not pursued, where as in the Nacia Clty area Lhey snowed extremely racid 
——— 


motion on the radar because of pursuit. urtner, the <round odservers stated with 
utter conviction, that when the jets were up, the lights went out, and 1 as 
£29 jets were ont of } way the Lignts 2ared 2 ; 
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OPERATIONS REPORT - 10-14% August 1953 


The I2M statistical analysis being prepared by Project Stork was expected 
to be completed this week but Project Blue Sook was inirmed that the study 
would not be completed before the last of August. This analytical study is 
expected to be of much help to this project in solving future unidentified 
aerial object mysteries, Outstanding trends cr patterns are exvected to show 
up in thia analysis. 

Project Blue Sock was informed thia week that Project Stork hes besun 
the orocess of obtaining suitable diffraction cratings for tne Yideon cameras 
that are presently cut ia the fleld. It is estimated that this errort will 
cost syproxzimately $3,000 and that the orids should be evatiadble within 9) 
days. When the suitable «rlids are available to ATIC, toe cameras will be 
recalled, grids mounted, ond redistributed into the field. Steps are being 
made to speed up the nperations and experimentation and manufacture of these 
grids. 

Capt 3. J. Ruppeit iaperted Dayton on 10 August 1953 for Rapid City, 
South Dekota, to investiaate an unidentified serial object which cccurred 

in the Rapid City area at 2205 MST on 5 August 1953. Capt Ruppelt interro- 
gated the observers, radar and visual, thoroughly and wes unable to come up with 
a definite conclusion. The story of the observers has made it difficult for 
Project Blue Book to establish the identity of the object as being 3 mewn 
phenomena, Capt Ruppelt hes recommended that further study of this ‘acident 
2@ made Vy ATIC and Project Slue Jook contract «s*ronomer. 

Project Slue 3ook 1as received ten reports of wmicentified serial objects 
none or whisk are of too much importance. During she last “wo ucaoths, the 


uncer cf reports recetred rave romained relatively “sa 1. 


UN CLASSIFIED Rapid City, South Dakota 


9 August 1953 


Description 


Since this sighting was a combined air-visual, ground-visual, air- 
radar, and ground-radar report, it was decided that Project Blue Book 
would send an investigator to the scene. The controller on duty at 
the time of the incident was interviewed. His account of the incident 
was almost identical to that given in the initial TWX. He was on duty 
at 2005 MST when a COC post observer called in an unidentified flying 
object sighted northeast of her post at Blackhawk, South Dakota. (Note: 
Sunset 1920 MST - Twilight 33 minutes.) She reported throuh the Rapid 
City Filter Center. She reported that the object was stationary, then 
moved south toward Rapid City. When the eontrolier got the report that 
the object or light was headed toward Rapid City, he sent 3 airmen from 
the radar site to look for it visually. They reported a light moving 
from fenerally north to south at a hign rate of speed. At this time 
the controller observed 2 blips going south on the scope. He could not 
get a distinct track because of ground clutter in the arena. In a fev 
minutes the GOC post in Hiackhawk called in that the Light was back in 
nearly its original postition. An airborne F-O4 was vectored into the 
area and after a search mode visual contact. The FP-d4 was vectored. 
into the blip that wes remaining stationary at about 15 miles northeast 
of Blackhawk. The c ntcoller said that he believed the F-6% pllot saw 
the target that was i) the scope. Shortly after the visual sighting by 
the pilot, the targ:! sturted to move on a heading of about 320 degrees 
magnetic. Four good |tlips were obtained. Photos of this track were 
taken but the camera walfunctioned and the photos were no pood. The 
last blip occurred «* 7/0 miles and at that point the aircraft was re- 
turned to the base. “'\2 (00 observer reported seeing the aircraft and 


the obvject, and both » :e moving. The odject seemed to be out-distancing 


the F-34. As soon as tic ?-04 landed, another F-&: took off for CAP. 
Just about that time, tue Blackhawk GOC post called the third time stat- 
ing that the object was back again. Nothing was on the scope (there 
was possibly a target in the ground clutter), so the F-04 was vectored 
in on the visual report. The pilot soon got a visual and started an 
intercept. About that time, the controller picked up both an unxnown 
target and the F-84. Both were on a heading of about 360 degrees 
magnetic. The blip seemed to stay about 5-10 miles ahead of the F-o+. 
The chase continued until the aircraft was about &50 miles out, then the 
intercept was broken off. The target continued off the scope. At this 
time the Bismarck Filter Center was slerted to look for unidentified 
flying objects. When the pilot got back over the base, he sav another 
Be ey ils was not picked up on the scope, but the coatrolis ité gat 


@areturn on the height finder equipment in the general direction of tne 
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ah, 
fast 
light, it was S000 feet. At 0023 MST, Bismarck began to call in reports. 
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with the investigation. Solid obiscts are certainly indicated by the eviaence. 
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23 November 1953 


Dear Capte Harding ; 


We have been so busy with the Black Hawk, S. Dakota case that 

I've only just now gotten down to locking over the large batch of accum- 
ulated reportse I mist say that compared with Black Hawk, none of these 
approaches that incident in interest. There are a few interesting sicht- 
ings, but on none of these is information sufficient to make a follow-up 
pror i table. 


Of the interesting ones, the very similar sizhtings of 2 July and 
1 August at Key West would warrent follor-up if they were more recent. 
sith present information [ have no suggested explanation. 


The 25 July terrin AFB Texas also holds possible interest from the 
stanipoint of mansivers and the fact they were observed from the Control 


il oa ll 


Tower and by civiltaos of Dennison, Texas. 


It is too bi there is not more information on Creola, Alae ‘These 
cases cover four s*iirate dayse There 4s possibly pay dirt in these. 


Finally, ‘i: jiadl Slimane sighting is definitely puzsling and wll 
probably have to rerain on the books as unexplained. 


As for the remaining 30 or so, there is so little informaticn con- 
cerning those which ‘o not have obvious explanations that there is no per- 
centage whatever in © utidering them seriously. 


Thus, out cf ‘he total number there are | independent sets which, 


if staff and time were availacle, would be interesting to pursues Personally, 


I vote for sticking with the Black Hawk case until we have squeezed it dry. 
i feel certain that if this case can be explained, others would follow suit. 


Concerning the Black Hawk case, we are proceeding slowly but surely 


Since the observations covered several hours and sightings were both visual 


= = 


ami radar, it is important, in my estimation, that we continue *o pursve this 


since failure to identify pinpoints a Sosaible real weakmess in our defense 
set-up. I hope to have a preliminary report on this case for you scone 


—_— <= y ‘ 


TO: Colonel George L. vertenbaker ATIAS-5/Capt Hardin/ jos/73147 
Commander, ATIC 5 January 1954 
PROBLEM: 


1. To request approval for ATIC officer to travel to Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and Dismarck, liorth Dakota, for the purpose of determining the ori- 
gin of a reported unidentified flying object. 


PACTS AND DISCUSSION: 


2. On 5 Aug 53 a sighting was wade in the vicinity of Rapid City, 
South Dakota, by numerous reliable military and civilian observers. Another 
sighting ves reported from Blamarck, North Dakota, on the same date and ap- 
peared to be the seme object. The object was also tracked by radar. 
Investigation followed but without the aid of an astronomer and the case 
remains unsolved. 


3. Dr. Hynek of Ohio State University, contract astronomer to Project 
Blue Book, has had tnia case under study end believes that a satisfactory 
conclusion may be cesched by a joint on-the-spot investigation. 


4. Project Biwe Book believes that this is a significant case and 
should be solved for the purpose of its possible scientific value as well 
as to diacourage ite use by vriters who may draw their ow conclusions in 
llew of an official «»lution. It is, therefore, recommended that Capt 
Charles A. Hardin (in company with Dr. Hynek) proceed to Rapid City, 3outh 
Dakote, and Bismarck, North Dekota, for approximately 5 days TOY. 


Lt Col H. C. Johnston, Branch Chief 
ATIA Col W. L. O'Hern, Division Chief 
ATIM §6©Col D. F. Justice, Office Chief | 
ATI Col G. L. Wertenbeker, Commander 


rek, North Dakota 


Dre Je Ae ¥enek 

Dept. of Physics and Astronomy 
Ohio State University 
Columtus, Chio 


Dear Sirs 


It was been called to my attention by Qa, chief 
fiamarck, North Dakota, that you wished a dceseriotion 
of the sichting of an unknown objec’ or objects which were risible to 
the unaided eyes on the nirht of August 5, and the morning of August 6, 
1953.6 


The leoel sir-raid filter centwr had sichted two objects on the 


evening of Aurcust "th. One appeared due west of the city of Eismarck and 
the other in the northenst. 


My first knowledge and sighting of these objects were at aoprox- 
imately 12:05 A.”. Aveust 6th. As near as [ cor ld tell the one in the west 
appeared to be *'reotiy due west; and the other epproximately 50 to 70 de- 
erees north and en st of dus nerth eas estimated at the KFYR transmitter 
location, which |: # proximately 13 miles east of Hismarck. 


As to the description cof these objects all that I can say is that 
they appeared mich brighter than most of the stars end at times appeared to 
take on a rather ':!1 blueish tiat, 


They ecorearsd to move in the heavens, but at a rather slow rate 
and unless a person oraced his head against some stationary object to 
eliminate head movement it would be hard to tell that they were moving. 


The cne in the west eventually disappeared below the horizon and 
the one in the north-east gradually seemed to blend in with the rest cf the 
stars until it was no longer visible. The time of the last sighting of octh 
objects was about 1:30 A... 


I hope I have in some measure helped in your research» 


-2- (At~rall to Eynoalk, 
1 anuary 1954) 


that he was given from the ground station. Obviously the pilot would be 
serious at the time, partioularly since he was told that there was a ground 
and a radar observation of the object. On reconsideration I believe he is 
willing to admit that he was chasing a large star. Considering the reliability 
of Xx the military witnesses at the radar site, the excitement of Mr. =. 
end the relatively poor description of subsequent sishtings in the Rapid City 
area, I fesl that the incident can be discounted from consideration entirely. 

Tne sightings in the Bismarck area cannot be juiced by ma but the power of 
sugrestion must be considered ih these, particularly sincs a correlated story 

of sgientings was passed from Rapid City to the North Dakota Filter Center. I 
can imacine the devren of credulity that cculd be lent to the story in the minds 
of Filter Center personnel when I realize that the statements in the officiel 

| i _ i 


report from Rapid City were sufficient incentive for you and the people of A 
Zssentielly thse same information, poss- 


to conduct an extensive investigation. 
ibtly embellished, was relayed te North Dakota that same nicht and, to uss your 
words, the secple tiers “could not consider the incident in the cool licht of 
morning." 

My intervoretation of the incident relezates me to the ranks of 
skeptics and certainly doas not permit sckentific conclusions as such. I do 
wonder if perhaps ssny of the twenty percent cf unresolved cases might not 
respond to a psyohi«trio rather then a scientific approach. The persentage 
of unsolved cases «'!; iis be reduced at least somewhat. 
the liberty of inclosing on articlé which labels me as a 
I passed it along in case you missed it, 


IT have tsien 
The erticle was in this evenings paper 


Cevotee of Mr. Paarron amongst others. 
perticularly since ‘!:4 tone was moderate. 
and it was most tine!y To mee 


Trusting tiat you had apleasant and rapid trip home and that I may be 


ef service to you acain, I am, 
Yours truly, 


Fee OF Fer 
we only 


/s/ Allen L. Atwell 
Major, USAF 


i 


(40Ti AIRCHAFT CONTROL AND WARNING SQUADRON P 
SlLisworth Air Force Base Y ¥ 


South Dakota 


19 January 1954 


[re Je Ae “ynek 
Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 


Dear Poctor: 


After your departure I checked possibility that Lt. ‘isedham was 
a man who tended to become excited or confused in omerzgenciss. [ discussed 
the possibility with several of his associates and particularly with his 
operetions officer, Vajor r&irbrotner. Contrary to Ur. qq statenent, 
I found that Lt. Needham is a very reliable, cool individual with an excel lent 
combat resord. On the other hand, I also checked a little on “Mr. 


reliability. Soma of the pilots of alroraft that he has controlled have termed 

, this happened before the incident in quastion and he has spnare 
entlycealmed town tomawhat since then as he rrew more socustomed to his jobe I 
also have had @ resort from my adjutant that Yr. —eeme nas been known to exe 


accerate stories. i) ose exarzerations were particularly noticed in “r. Ps 
recounting of past beadeball records. [t just so happened that the adjutant has 
been a student o! hboessball reoords for some years and he imnediately detected the 
inaccuracy of th stories, He told no one about them at the time and did not con- 
tradict Mr. =, tha spot because he wanted to avoid embarrassment for hin. 
Aoparently ‘Mr. . Will tell stories to improve his prestige although the facts 
may not be acecurats. The adjutant and — were both members of the squad- 
ron baseball teas turing ths past summer and the adjutant noted that “ir. Qaaiem 
will never admit tnat ne mizht have been wrone. He sneared in several serious 
arguments with imp'res when it was apparent to everyons, ineluding members of both 
teams, that he 943 #ronze 


The above story leaves me somewhat embarrassei. There were three 
members of my orgsai sation who contributed to the pba EE AS of the incident. 
The two Steff dems ond Gime , - = 


: | eS Althouzh these facts do not entirely discredit 
their statements I do not fee By adding “r. 
it appears the observations of all threes can be treated skeptically. These mittery 
observers are of course the only people to whom I can ascribe traits of reliability 
Eowever, it would appear that a part of any future investization could Beicicieier pots 
contain a reliadility investication of all persons who offer evidence of unusual 
Sirhtingse I say thia in spite of tne fact that I arree with you that observers 


= rt . * ; * 7 * = Th 1 - : ; *’ 4 i 4 * 7 
72142 no® Se automatically subjected to ritiaculs. 


In my own mind I have new totally discounted the entire tncident as an 
unfortimate series of seemingly coincident cireumstances. A licnt was observed 
by a eround observer which oo.uld very well have been froma liechnt aircraft. This 

‘Lehtine was reverted to Vr. Bim as a flying saucer. ‘TD . Qe then ia- 
terorete’d a terest on tha scone as the sbievt in question and sant an intersestor 
= _ | . . eed raa - on - miak 3° “. oe .. ro — + Lp le ~* = saci 
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-2- (Atwell to ynek, 
1 wanuary 1964) 


that he was given from the cround station. Obviously the pilot would be 
serious at the time, particularly since he was told that there was a ground 

and a radar observation of the object. On reconsideration I believe he is 
willing to admit that he was chasing a large star. Considerinz the ‘ce 
of xx tne military witnesses at the radar site, the excitement of lr.‘ 
end the relatively poor description of subsequent sightings in the Rapid city. 
area, I feel that the incident can be discounted from consideration entirely. 
Tne sightings in the Bismarck area cannot be juiced by ma but the power of 
sugesstion must be considered in these, particularly sincs a correlated story 

of sichtings was passed from Rapid City to the North [Dakota Filter Center. I 
can imagine the derrea of credulity that ccul¢ be lent to the story in the minds 
of Filter Center personnel when I realize that the statements in the officiel 
report from Rapid City were sufficient incentive for you and the people of ATIC 
to conduct an extensive investigation. Issentislly the same information, voss- 
itly embellished, was relayed to North Dakota that same nicht and, to use your 
words, the people tiara "could not consider the incident in the cool lisht of 


morning." 


My interorstation of the incident relerates me to the ranks of 
skeptics and certein!y doas not permit scbentific conclusions as suche I do 
wonder if perhaps ssny of the twenty percent cf unresolved cases mizht not 
respond to a psyol:i.trio rather then a scientific approach. The persentaze 
of unsolved cases «'. ii: be reduced at least somewhat. 


I have tuken the liberty of inclosing on articl® which labels me as a 
devotee of Mr. Paarren amongst others. I passed it alone in case you missed it, 
particularly since ‘i)@ tone was moderate. The erticle wus in this evenings paper 
and it was most tine!) to mee 


Trusting tiat you had apleasant and rapid trip home and that I may be 
of service to you arain, I am, 


Yours truly, 


/s/ Allen L. Atwell 
Ma jor, USAF 


UNCLASSIFIED 


2 February 1954 


Yajor Allen Le Atwell 
Commander, 740th AC&W Squadron 
slisworth Air Force Sase 

Rapid Jity, South Dakota 


“ear “a jor) 


Thank you "or your letter of 19 January. fou have been of 


considerable service to ua ia tracking this down further, and esoecially 
ln civing us the Sichly important character sidelichts. [ think the 
“baseball” example {4 sartioularly tellinge I therefore {vel as you do, 
that the incident reports from Rapid City sorang from, in «<eneral, unre- 
liable observers. os" the two lieutenants, under questioning, were not 
sure of what they san, out at least they were honest snourh to admit this. 


I agree with our statement concerninz reliability cheeks, and 
hasten to assure you that one cf the reasons we ceme out in person waa to 
sice up the ooservers. Speaking for myself, altnouch I think the Ceotain 
would concur, we are ready to »rite off tne Rapid City--flack awk incident 
as “information from guestionable sources.” [In short, we can't trust tne 
evidence, and when ‘tris \appens in any soilentific orceedurs the thing to do 
ls throw the whole *hiag out the window, 


I would like to ask, just for »ossible future refersaoces with a 
rood man at radar sontrols, what are the possibilities of “unknown blipe"® 
over a leomg period? That is, out of 565 days, would vou say that unknowns 
appear on the scope several tines seach day? Once svery few days? A few 
times a year? I am assuming blips not due to malfunction but to sehos, etc. 


Wheat I now have to say will surprise you: The observers at Fis- 
carck I would clase ae entirely reliable. It is therefore impossible far 
us to write off the Sismarck incident in a like ranner, indeed, I wish we 


It is impossible, sowever, to say that the objects seen in Bismarck 


coulde 
lity, beoavuee as ‘saat oro reonle 


‘re “ne reeuls of suerestion from tavid 
adsrendently (and 15 miles apars) rscerted she oo /sets without oerrisue 
~owledre of the cnone call from Ranid City. The chieats oersisted for -are 
‘ham two hours, and the various chservers arvrsed, witnia reason, on tnreir 


~Tagsz3e 


—-_ . 2 
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Despite, therefore, the soincidence between Rapid City and 
Bismarck, in view cf the disperity in quality of observers in the two 
olaces, I think we shall probably proceed by discounting the Ravid City 
{neident altogether and vonesntrate on the Bismarck incident. 


I note that you newer cid cet around to telling me specifically 
weother Needham was the pilot who became unnervec wen the jot crashed. 


Thanks avain for your very real help in this. I hope the next 
time we meet will be under less unusual circumstances. 


Sincersly, 
~tginal Sigued oY 
Jj. ALLEN MYNME 


J, Allen iynek 


Cony te ATIC 


jan/jx 
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HARYARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY 
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 


July 13, 1961 


Maj. William T. Coiemana 
SAF OI-3 

Room 4C-922 

The Pentagon 

Washington 25, D. G. 


Dear Rill: 


On my return from the western swing I find a sizable amount 
of accumulated flying saucer material, I want to thant you and Major 
Friend, and Colonel Evans for all of the helpful material, including the 
suggestions for improving our chapters, Many thanks to all of you, 


On toy vestern trip I ran into a daytime sighting that was a 
honey. [was dri ing on Highway 54 from El Paso, Texas to Alamogordo, 
New Mexico, an! «+s in the outskirts of the latter city, having just 
turned west whe) » / oad meets the one coming from Las Cruces 
and the Holloma: ' Force Base. The time was 4:00 p.m, The sun 
was shining, al‘ «" (he sky was heavily clouded toward the west, It 
had clearly been riining in the mountains and heavy dust storms had 
forced me to stop 'wo or three times along the highway. I was suddenly 
startled to see a »- saved formation of flying saucers heading eastward 
directly toward ihey appeared to have a reddish glow and were 
moving very ra; | nad the impression that they were nearly at 
cloud level, They - >)r0ached me rapidly and suddenly seemed to drop 
inon me, [then ;-:\ized that they were merely a grouping of tumble- 
weeds carried aloft in the heavy wind, They were, perhaps, some 
hundred feet over .«ad, The weird glow was caused by the illumination 
of the setting sun, “eep this in mind for similar reports, 


— Mrs. QM and I have been struggling to interpret the 
famous Rapid City, South Dakota, case of 12 August, 1953. The report 
has so many features that are suggestive of the mirage of a star, that 
we have strongly ieaned to that interpretation. The bright star, 
Capella, which happens to be circumpolar at Rapid Cit: 1s indeed 
very close to the horizon, just east of north, We do act have very 
good times or estimates of the total duration of the 6igiting. I 
wonder if you have any additional material that you could send us, in 
view of the importance that the UFO boys attach to this sighting. In 
particular, we should like to know what is th; e radiug in miles, of the 


".4ar gerean and w Hie feonuency i. nnathean oanawtea tibiaate 
= i ~~ ree 1 at Vid - = ‘ I - | 2 - -_* 1 


Maj. William T. coleman July 13, 1961 


nine 


that a very sizabie temperature inversion was present, and this was 
ample to magnify some of the radar and optical effects. The radar, 
especially, couid have been deflected back to the ground and the 
moving object might have been some secondary reflection from the 
plane itself. Is there any additional information about the man who 
claimed to have checked the UFO against the triangle of stars, and 
deciding that it moved with reference to those stars? Sounds that 

it might have been autokinesis, unless this motion was really very 
sizable, 


ae 


— Sur —_— 
One further question that we have, A study of thés@iiime- 


case indicates that the UFO was merely a meteor, Appar- 
ently this was 4 onsidered solution in the early days, We wonder 
why it was abaniiren, ‘ ‘ 


Thank y i for the additional sightings, all of which are useful 


and lend fresh: + «i. the book, Also, I think you were going to send 
me one from |. ia, where airline pilots reported not only seeing 
a saucer but c ..\ roughness of the air which, according to your own 


observation, was iue to forest fire or oil well fire, or something of 
the sort, 


Again, * ©» our many thanks and best wishes, Iam 


Cordially yours, 
| ~~ 


DHM: gq 


P.S. I'm scheduled to be in Washington on July 26, If time permits, 
I may run over to the Pentagon and talk with you some at that time. 


T) HTM at a. chs 2) / a B 


CC: Maj. Friend 
Col, Evans 


i eT ee ee —_ 
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O about 20 minutes west and south of Rapid City but saw nothing. He re- 
turned to base and was about to land when he observed a light northwest 
of the base. He started out on a heading of 350 degrees megnetic, the 
F object was high (30 deg - 45 deg) at 11 o'clock from him. He checked 
the possibility of a reflection and determined that this wes not the 
cause. He continucd his course keeping the odject at 11 o'clock for a 
better view. After about 30 seconds, it disappeared then reappeared 
for another 30 seconds at the end of which it abruptly faded and was 
not seen again. The object was silver in color and varied in intensity. 
It appeared to “pull away” because it got smaller. The comment as to 
size was that it was “brighter than the brightest star I've ever seen". 


The pilot who flew the second CAP was interviewed next. He stated 
that he took off and started to climb when GCI told him that GOC had a 
light. He was north of Ellsworth AFB on a heading of 360 degrees mag- 
netic when he saw a light 30-40 degrees to his right and level. He 
thought it was a star or planet but as he looked away it appeared to 
"jump" 15-20 degrees in elevation. (Note: Due to the speed of the air- 
craft and the fact that the pilot was intent on identifying the object, 
he was not exactly sure of his positions, All positions are subject to 
some error.) ‘The List seemed to be parallelling his course. The first 
thing the pilot did was to check for reflections in the cockpit (i.e., 
& canopy, gunsight head, ete.). He was sure the light was no reflection in 
. the aircraft. ‘lie light, which the pilot estimated to be considerably 
brighter than a star, changed intensity and changed in color from white 
to green. When ‘he object was first sighted, the aircraft was at 15,000 
feet. The pilot stirted to climb and the light appeared to climo faster. 
This was because the angle of elevation increased. He climbed to 26,000 
feet. All this (ime both the radar blip of doth the object and the alr- 
craft were being carried and the pilot was talking to the controller on 
UHF. As the piicot turned into the light on his initial sighting, he 
turned on his rai4* wonsight. As he swung onto the target, the warning 
light came on. ‘tio -ange was obtained since the sight starts to messure 
at about 4,000 yards. All this might indicate was that something was 
beyond 4,000 yards. ‘The light remained on until the chase was broken off. 
After thechase, on the way home, the light blinked on and off several 
times indicating a ressible malfunction. The sight was not checked by 
maintenance on return and had not been checked since. 


The F-684 chased the light for about five minutes, or to about 50 
miles north of the base, The light appeared to make slow changes in 
color and intensity. The pilot stated that the light definitely moved 
in relation to the stars. After the intercept was broken off, the air- 
craft returned toward base. 


’ oa = 


About OU miles out of base ne got a visuei oa a sin Light that 
changed from red to white, He was on a heading of 150 derrees magnetic 


at 12-14,000 feet and the light was 10 degrees low to the right. He 


av 


thought it was a car going around curves in the hills but changed his 


Ae ; he +n i = . _" > % a _ c* , = re — - -* os 
4ind when the red and white Lignts 7were ol equar intensl Lye ‘ats carget 
;' \ + = . a ee ee > Poa? a. . - : 
Was in tne “ound clutter of the radar but something at GOOD fant VAs 
isked wo on the hetgnt finder radar. The light slowl: went ont tha: 
| — , 7 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR Ov TERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 


UNCLASSIFIED DOD DIR 5200.10 


| G. “iUiAL Filet COPY 


AFC IN-4B2 /Maj Frieadi/axc 59216/tyned 27 Apr 60 
Request for UFO Information AT GPM. ) 
7 29 APR 1960 


SAPOte3d (iaj Tacker) 


1. Tne following ars suggested answers to the questionag penned b7 
n the attached letter: 


iy 


it must be assumed that the auch oublicized sasningteon racar 


A. 
wining of 19 July 1752, is the one in question, This case was deter 


mined to be tarveta caused by a temperature inversion. 


ti. There i3 -o record in tne Air Sorce files of a sighting ab 
<invoss A¥B on 27) ‘oveuber 1953, the “inross case, as outlinec in 
several books and © \.ier oubilcationa on Url's, States that an aircrart 
was carried away 'y an unidentified flying ooject. theres is no case 
ia the Plles waien wen closely parallels these circuwistances, 


c. the objee'~ «= ne fils taken at iremonton, Utah on 2 daly 1952, 
ware determined t. « Uirds, provably sea gulls. 


d. The Air ¥Yorre rile carries no conclusion on the chotograch taken 
by ar near Amarillo, iexas on 2 August 1255. wt knowing : 
what radiation vacor ia, it is the Air Yorce ovinion that some sp0kes- 
man a% the time suer sieled that tiie ob ject was on irradiated vapor trial 
and was honestly + ‘«lilcerately uis-quoted,. 


@. The Air force a not aware of any release date for the photo- 
praoh taken by Mr | e The original was in the hands of the owner 
and he wag free to jo vith it as ne pleased, 


f. Air Perce experience has been that there is no increase in 
radiation due to unidentified flying objects. I[t should be understood 
that the normal background for any area aay fluctuate a few hundredths 

: of a millireentgen, this is considered normal and constitutes no danger 
whatsoever. 


lhe Air Force 13 not aware of any statement, official or other- 
iyYO'a are soace s4itos. 


Le 
wio8@, Sy a zowernmment agency *o “he arfac% cnas 


me ihe Alr sores nas no specitic mowlecvze of inirared ‘rack ng of 


mnidentified flying cbfecta. 


arher's 


e lL, the Alr Force rile contains nso record of & report at 


int, Pearl Narbor on 5 IZUSS A. >}, in fact, no report frog sawail 
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_6+ 31953 S4rRSERS POINT e(HAWAIT | 
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“ AUGUST 6+ a 5 P« 1S ANO-8TO 
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iG, SOME MOVING SWIFTL +. WER 
BARBERS POINT (NAVAL ree STATO 


-EN GY THE CONTROL TOWER. GOTRE:- 
' ON THE RADAR SCOPESe AT ABOUT 


Y 


ata echt rite nt 
(KEYHOE*1955 P 63) 3 _wITNESSESOO 


4h, AT 7= LiSHTEOS OBUECTS. SOMEOIL 
> oO WAIl AREA. ESPECIALLY 62 
a hd . MANY OF THESE UFO=<5 (- ee 
I¥ FiLOT.. 7™= Cost cTsS APPEAREO AS C* 
BeMe A NAVY oT ON PATROL PICKED UW oS 


“' |2 AF 4 UFO -APPROACHING HEAD ON AT AN ALARMING RATE OF SPEED. SECONDS 06 


| 


‘fF Ry A- GLOWING -OBJECT-MADE-THREE CLOSE PASSES-AT-HIS PLANE se — THE PILOT-————-O7. 
NOE IMMEDIATELY AT BARBERS POINT. 66 
“TER THIS SEPORT»+—THE.CAPTAIN ANDO EXECUTIVE OFFICER wERE SUMMONEO+ AND O09. 


“GENCY PATROLS WERE ORDERED AFTER MIONIGHTe AT 11 MINUTES PAST TwOse THE 19 
7 OF A T¥-1 JET_SIGHTED A STRANGE, GLOWING OBJECT STREAKING UP FROM £3 
CTLY SEMINDs WHEN APPROXIMATELY 100 FEET ASTERNs THE UFO SHOT TO STARBOARDI2 
PACED THE TV=1_ FOR FOUR SECONDS. IT THEN ACCELERATED SWIFTLY TO AN 13 


MATED SPEED OF 1000 MPH <= AND DISAPPEARED. ii 
SCOROING TO GROUND CREW _ANOD OFFICER. THE PILOT WAS VERY PALE AND 15 
PONT TONED WHEN HE LANDEDe HE KEPT SAYINGs *! ACTUALLY SAW HIMece* le 
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August 6, 19%, sighting Kerkrade, 7 
‘ therlands: : 


‘uring the «ast daye of July and ths ' 
first week of Auzust I took a holiday and 
visited the Goutnern part of Holland. On | 
August 6th [ arrived in a small mining town, 
Kerkrade, in the south part of the province | 
of Linburz. <“Xarkrede lies close to the : 
German borier, there is, in fact, a broad 
street divide longitudinally by barbed, wire, | 
the one-half be Lng | Kerkrade and the other 
half being German." | 

"I went for a walk slong this street 
about midaicht. All was quiet. Suddenly ny 
attention was drawn to a blue-green light of 
molerate intensity, which ran through the 
oky in the Fast. It came down an elegant 
swoop, aud then slowed down. At first I 
thought ‘+ to be a meteorite, but it left 
no trail -* ¢'os as these do. It was a lilght 
apot of teacty cireular shape, and while it. 
descend+( {| case in my direction. Then I 
saw what ‘+ vas -- @ flying saucer. It came | 
slowly *«+vis —~ and so near that I could 
804 it . leerly", 

"T ine mie a test: if you want to 
know how »ig | caw it,’ take a dinner plate, 


hold it st arms length, then raise the plate 
sowewha!: «*er than scalp level and Jook at 


it. ‘Tle« ' esactly the relative size of the 
| object » | 
* Then topped and stood still in the air 


first at -oat I think was about 1000 feet. 
Then it cowe still further down. Nota 
sound was iracd while it was in flight, or 
when it s:cod still, I had an opportunity to 
study i- '+ must have been of enormous size, 
fer rigger than the wing span of any airliner. 
"As I looked up I saw only ites underside, 
but it started to hover around slowly, also 
changing its position, so that I could see 
it edge-on. Once I could look on it, when 
it took an inclined pvosition and the moon 
1aown 23 it.” 
"Its form waa a disc, slightly dlshed in 
the center, and in the center (topside) a 
cabin with sloping walls, a cone. No doors 
or windows were discernible. Its color was 
grey. When it came dowa it was giving off a 
blue green Licht. As soon aa it had ‘Stor pad , 
Sere Ag. sisted. ip tee tlh grey color 
Yr ~~ severe %? ace stots: i* Stat o | 
actly a8 4 grey-enameled pan, somewhat glossy ' 
whem the moon shown on it, but not ‘polished’. 
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for the entire month of sugust 1953. 


je For the most part, information concerning UF) reports is avail- 
able to the public, but due to required classification, sowe are not. 
It is the Air Force opinion that the best answer is contained in the 
question iteelf. These sightings are intelligence reports, ani as such, 
in certain instances contains other information apart fram the UFO por 
tion which may require classification. 


ke the Air force is open minded on the subject of space travel, and 
aware that space visitors ares a possibility. ‘he present Air force posle 
tion is not to deny this possibility, tut rather to state that Lo date 
no evidence has bean discovered to substantiate thet (J's are intem 
planetary or interstellar space ships. 


i, No Lunar exploration, telescopic or space probe, has revealed 
any additional information concerning |/ru's, 
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very clear and ssarp, but os it 6s 
moving this rim became hazy, as if i , 
gome motion, ©itaer rotating, pulsating oF 


Secomily, sfter looking + ntly at it for : 
some minutes I felt a verty disagreeable sen- | 


game feeling 86 after looking for 6 long time 


“cuddenly I saw & second disc. Tt had 

coma down from somewhere without my seeing 

4t arrives. It stood much farther away- Its 
ebape wae elightly aifferent. It, too, bad 4 
allult!; dished disc, with a cabin, but thie 
cabta ) protruded slightly from the underside 
ag weil a4 from the top. This one stood per- 
fectiy etltt, without any movement. The other 
kept © varios around slowly over the Germa 


coun -« © 4¢ looked for something. 
"7 ty Number 1 leaped away. It shot 
away. . va several very sharp engles. At 


agnin. After some wild leaps at speed I have 
never °«n before, it shot up 23 & bolt of 
light: « «nd went off with one vertical 
fla») ©» apace. No sound was heard. ‘The 


the other -- also without sound. 
"n-ne the following tvo days the papers 


——————— — 


aia mention, in the briefest articles, that 
the objects were also seen in three other 
gearoy ¢ ities." 
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came back in, It seewed to be west moving since the aircraft was Kept 

on a constant heading ond the angle of azimuth and elevation increased. 

The light was first observed for "30 seconds, it faded, renppeared, tien : 
faded ornrin after 30 seconds. 


As the pLllot came sround the west side of the air base and up the 
enst side, he saw another light and turned into it to take gun canera 
photos. (The photos were no good). 


Discussion 


A visit was made to the Weather Bureau station at the Ranid City 
Municipal Airport to check weather and balloon launches (Note: The air 
base launches no balloons). The observer on duty looked up the balloon 
track for the balloon laimched at 2000 MST on 5 August 1953 ond it went 
south from the Municipal Alrport. This puts it out of the area of the 
sighting. Data on inversions was not available as it had been forwarded 
to Asheville, Nerth Carolina. (Note: The balloon tracks ond weather 
for 2000 MST on 5 Aunvsl has been requested from Asheville.) 


No attempt was pmie to contact the GOC observers at Blackhawk. They 
had been interrogate ty base personnel and were "all excited”. It was 
believed that an invS)'i,;tor talking to them vould only further excite C) 
them needlessly. Ai! tie sightings at Bismarck are doubtful. The AC&W 


Station called the Biow ick Filter Center and told them to "look for 
flying saucers", a puri-ct set up to see every star move around, | . 
; : L 
The upper air reseerch balloon tracks at Lowry were checked. Two 
balloons were lost 1 south have been in the area at the time of the 4 
5 ight ing . 


A few comments o1  .¢ sources can be made: 


Controller left the impression that he was trying to prove the exis 
tence of an unidentified flying object. it is very unfortunate tnat no 
scope photos were available to collaborate his story. He saw targets on 
the scope, there is no dcubt about it, but whether they acted exactiy c3 
he stated is unknown. 


The two airmen that went outside to observe the ovject that was 
being carried on radar and reported by the GOC were not sure of what 
they sav, at least this is the impression they left. They were told to 
go out and look for a light so they saw one. Their desc cript ston fits 
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see it return north, only go south, 
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An account of the investigation by Capte Chas. Hardin, USAF, and 
Je Ae Hynek, of the reported visual/radar sizhtings of Unidentified Objects 
at Bismarck, N. Dakota and Black Hawk, Se Dakota, on 5/5 August 1953. 


We arrived in Bismarck et about 19000, 12 January 195, where Set. 
Wesley Harry of the Bismarck Filter Center met us. Within 20 minutes 
we were at the Filter Center and had been offered a cup of coffee. ‘Ye first 
examined the original logs of the incident, and Sgt. Harry pointed cut that 
the Filter Center was first alerted at 0515Z 5 August 1953, that an object 
was about 70 miles south of Dickinson, Ne fakotae At 05232 another call 


i 


came in stating that an object was 15 miles north of tapid Oily. At 05352 


| r 


a call came in that an object was just soutkie Almont. At 0522, or 23420, 


Sat. Harry <i.hted an object from the toa Center roof a ‘He had gone out 
on the roof to look toward the SW tw gee if he could see methine of the 
reported object. << 23 jf 

Res Fixe # Le agte larry description of the object has been 


—_ 


aie 


treated many ‘iwes in the reports’ ‘ee 30° - asked him primarily about motionse 

Fortunately h« ai power Lined near Ny and 9 as soon as the object appeared he 

checked his posi*ion on the roof by Marking points around his shoes. The 
Sie . “ene 


as indicated on photos # 1 and 2. He stated 


motion of the Kiosk was descr 
tnat this represents thy \mean motion of the object, but that in between it 
moved erratically up and/ down as much as one or two times the distance between 
the horizontal Sie wires. He insisted the motion was abrupt. Apparently 
it came in rather rapidly, but when it sot west of the Filter Center it hovered, 
moving up and cown. 
urs. a: spent most of her time watching thts object and her evidence 


was essentially the same as that of Harry altnoush she did not see it as scon. 
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having difficulty. He took a realistic approach and had done some logi- 
ca). reasoning. He was worried about the fact that the light moved 


relative to the s‘are. 


By eliminating doubtful sightings, the only thing that can be rea- 
sonably assured is that a GOC post observed a light. This could be a 
balloon or star. Radar picked up something in the general area of the 
GOC post and vectored an aircraft toward it. The pilot saw a light and 
chased it. He got a radar lock on it, but this could have been a mal- 
function. The star Capella is possibly visible low on the horizon to 
the north and the pilot could have seen this. Pending further study, 
this incident is carried as Unsolved. 


Conclusion 


Unsolved. 
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Object # 2, at the time of the passage*of the C+12h, is indicated 
on Fige 3 and 6. tire WE, states that the object was almost due north 
and had an elevation about equal to that of the "cuardians of the pole," 
which would place it about 30° up. We visited the control tower several 
times, once at nivht with the sky clear, and had ample chance to check 
positions and comparisons with stars. ae has had much opportunity 
to observe stars from the control tower, and it aprears inconceivable to 
me that a man with 13 years experience could have mistaken stars for these 
objectse Furthennoce, ir QP examined the objects with binoculars and 
pointed out that thouch they resembled OS O08 SABLE. soften and their color 
changes were such os to rule out this possibility. at any Fate, if one 
adopts the angie= int altitudes of obg ¢, # ‘eS > one finds that it was about 
34 miles from *'i« ‘\lter Center ak’ ‘about 5 Ashes from the airport at an 
altitude of about 10,000', This is» eat as a mean of two figures: 5000 
and 15,000 feet, | a. soreaies “ar ial estimated altitudes 
higher than Ear. if \ 
Object # 3 is indicated on old. h and 6. Fig. 5 shows the relation 


of the Piltep fates? to th The bearing of the Filter Center is 321° 

as compu fron a surveyor's map of the city. As will be noted, from the 

Filter Ce ie object was a little to the north of east, where as from the 

tower it was A the east of north. This places it almost exactly 

3 miles from both the filter center and the tower. Axuain, in altitudes there 
;ome ciscrerancy, cut taking tne mean of 3,000' and °,.00', we ges something 
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of the order of a mile hiche 
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She maintained that in the western part of the sky it would remain stationary, 
then hop up several ceurees very quickly -<- almost instantaneously — stopy 
move to the left and then swerve down in sort of a slanting motion, repeating 
these maneuvers many times. By this time everybody at the Filter Center was 
very excited and, as they said, shaking, because they had the feeling that 
somebody was watching theme 

This original western object disappeared sometime between midnichnt 
and 1:00 am. Just about midnight, however, tine Filter “enter people almost 
Simultaneously saw other objects to the easte Obj ac # 2 was sighted at 
0611Z to the north of easte At O745Z and | Thee tors ouner objects toward the 
east were sean. the plots of these eta’ e <iven on *xkhetos 3 and . The 
best drawing ©! the posttions and pojtons alt the objects comes from Szte Harry 
and is incliiai is [ige OAe 5% J/ 

Mr. 3 12s F caa ins Rag Tower, 24 air miles away 
such that the ‘ilter i a had a Waring >} 321° from the towere He saw ail 
4 objects also, ~ib not pueey in same positions. Since there was a 
chance here ot ce tbing a Mx con the objects, we spent a fair amount of tine 
having weir tatty ‘and Mre Wilhelm s 2 et the remembered positions of the objects 
at the time a (-12h Globemaster came by at approximately 0800Z. This astad= 


tne time of the passage of the C-12h. Object M1 in Fig. 2 is denoted by the 


"iz *. SFP: : ated that the bearing of object &1 was 264° at an altitude of 
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altitudes do not check, but the bearings place the object about a mile and a 
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many changes of color would appear to rule out a star. 
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observer that unless all six observers are unable to distinguish a star 
from anything else, the stellar explanation*si11 not. holde Further, the 
angular positions appear to rule this out. 

26 Balloons: 

If these objects were balloons, they would have to be captive 
balloons because of their restricted motion and the fact that they did not 
rise. Extensive inquires were rade as to the possibility of any experiments 
going on in that area at the timee The weather pure was consulted, since 
in previous years there had been some cosmic ray expardiments by Dr. Mapd 
and Dr. 4m. [a both cases they had consulted the dohther bureau for wind 


i, 


conditions. i) weather bureau knew of 


experiments ab bpat time. The 


“~*~ 


Dean of the @ismuarck Junior Collece “# consyited to see if he might have 


ff / 
known of any @*i oriments at the ¢ ‘ He took us to see the head of the 


” 


North Dakota 5‘ 1i+ useum, and be als of nothing. We asked to check 


the hotel regic:tor of thé bast hobe in tes, and found no names that might 
\ \ 


have hac any con ection yrith scientific experiments. ie likewise checked the 


newspapers for *».' ;ertiod, and a! ough this incident was mentioned, nothing 


else bearing’jpon it Was 
f j | 

were being jerrectac at 4pproximately this location at the time. Accordingly, 

ation was consulted and he stated that at no time 


2 newspapers did mention that television towers 


carried out relative to the construction of the towers. 
3» Aircraft: 
All observers are reasonably well experienced with aireraft, -rith 
of course Ure Wa being the "authority" among the observers. Aircraft mst 


jefinitely be ruled oute The oniy hope is that these were balloons, but in the 
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sgsence of any evidence for experiments going on at the time, or of these lishts 
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